
BRADLEY’s STORY
Unable to get any support over the last few 

years, Bradley was forced onto the streets of 
Karratha with no idea how long it would last. 
“Going through homelessness as an adult, is 

one of the worst experiences I have ever 
had, sleeping in empty houses, garages, 

storerooms, anywhere I could find just to be 
safe”. I hit a bad low and my mental health 

took a big dent. “When I was on the streets, 
the feeling of danger was always there, 

especially at night. Your head is on the floor, 
and you can hear cars driving by, footsteps. I 
was in fear that I was going to be beaten up 

or abused. It makes it near impossible to 
sleep. The cold and the hunger bite at you all 
day long. The feeling of isolation is horrible. 
Watching people walk by you and not notice 
you, just drives you deeper and deeper into 

feeling worthless. 
Then, suddenly I received a SMS Text saying 

“Hi this is Rob Bateman from Real 
Employment For Aboriginal People (REFAP) 

and you have an appointment with us today 
at 9am”.

“Many people experiencing homelessness want to work but it is difficult 
to hold down a job without a stable roof over your head”



I pushed all my belongings in a trolley down to the 

Karratha REFAP Office fearing I might lose my Centrelink 

payments if I’m late. Rob Bateman took the time to hear 

my story and immediately put me into their new WFD 

Activity “CAREERS-Shape your future” where I met a 

lovely lady called Kylie who assisted me with creating a 

resume, covering letter and build my confidence to seek 

employment. 

Receiving a free lunch each day is an added incentive.

Within 2 weeks Rob rang to offer me a fulltime position

with accommodation as a Chef for the AA Ok Caravan 

Park in Karratha and my new boss even picked me up for 

my first day. REFAP provided me with new clothes, 

pants, boots, and brand-new Chef knives for my 

position. 

I’m no longer homeless after many years and can’t 

thank Rob, Kylie, and the REFAP team enough. 

REFAP have provided me with a Post Placement Support 

Officer Petra who will support me through my journey. 

I can’t thank REFAP enough and I recommend everyone to go 

and see them.

Yours Sincerely

Bradley Okamoto


